VOTING RIGHTS TIMELINE s [

Despite a concentrated effort during the Empire
State Campaign, suffragists lose in a referendum
to grant women the vote in New York.

1916

Suffragist Ida Blair and pilot Lead Richberg-Hornsby
‘ attempt to fly over and drop leaflets on President Wilson's
yacht, but crash in a Staten Island marsh.

1915

Rosalie Jones becomes the first suffragist
to fly for the cause on Staten Island. ‘
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literacy requirement.
Suffrage protestors, including Staten Island Dorothy Day, Y184

ituti ; First Women's Rights Convention : picket the White House and are arrested and jailed. Coalition for the Homeless v. Jensen passes when New York State adopts early voting, which
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L : : . o in order to vote placed an unconstitutiona

own property in their own name. for men of African descent. attempts leading up to the Civil War. ‘ . ‘ constraint on the voting rights of homeless persons.
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Elizabeth Burrill Curtis founds the

Political Equality Club on Staten Island. New York State passes a law requiring all new voters to prove
they passed the 6th grade or take an English literacy test.

New York grants non-citizens who have
children in the state’s public schools the right
to vote for members of their local school board.

1971
1789 1866 1896 1920 1948 The 26th Amendment allows a person

to vote when they are 18 years old.

American Equal Rights Association forms to "secure Mary Church Terrell, Ida B. Wells and The dec-i.sions in Harrison v. Laveen
The United States Constitution grants the states Equal Rights to all American citizens, especially the Frances Watkins Harper found the The 19th Amendment extends the right to vote to all citizens, and Trujillo v. Garlley recognize
the power to set voting requirements. Right of Suffrage, irrespective of race, color or sex." National Association of Colored Women. irrespective of sex, granting women the right to vote. Native Americans’ right to vote. ‘

The 15th Amendment extends the 189 O 19 16 . . .
18 68 right to vote to all men, irrespective The Voting Rights Act forbids states

ofrace, color, or previous servitude. The competing woman suffrage organizations reconcile and Jeanette Pickering Rankin of Montana is elected the first from imposing racially or ethnically

The 14th Amendment says that all persons born or naturalized form the National American Woman Suffrage Association. woman member of the United States House of Representatives; discriminatory restrictions on voting.
are citizens of the United States and the state where they ‘

reside. All U.S. citizens are guaranteed equal protection under

the law, but only male citizens are entitled to vote.

The Congressional Union splits with NAWSA and forms a new
‘ organization, the National Women's Party. ‘
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In Elk v. Wilkins the Supreme Court The 24th Amendment stops the federal and
Wyoming is the first state to explicitly give rules that Native Americans are not 1 9 1 3 states’ governments from charging a tax to vote.
women the right to vote. citizens as defined by the 14th

Amendment and thus cannot vote.
A schism occurs within the American Equal The 17th Amendment to the Constitution allows voters to cast ‘
Rights Association and two competing direct ballots for U.S. Senators.

organizations form: the National Woman ‘
Suffrage Association and the American

Alice Paul founds the Congressional Union for Woman Suffrage
Woman Suffrage Association.

to lobby for a Constitutional Amendment under the auspices of
the National American Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA).



